
~D'Yil bring any baoL', 
mate?" l don't hear Chudy t 
fir t. I'm t 0 bu :y pondering. 
Hili sheer doration of lh 
game makes my adol ' nt 
prote tation . nd residual 
I' ., nbn n seem Judicro . 
Then I'm Jolted b ck 'nto 
reality by th gravity 0 what 
he's saying, "Come on, we 

ne d va. W. 'n! hort a coupJa blo es.W 

What cm I do~ Run I' arning, Iik th 
nambJ'·pamby t r· they probably 
all think T am~ Regress to a childhood. of 
tW d d fences? Then I' thund tnJd 
by a simpJe fact; n body hrr knows ofmy 
troubl d ratio hip with the game. ey 
don't know what sort oftraitor to th <IUS 
I've been, can lea 11 my excuses 
behind, einv nt m)' ·elf. mnd taU and be 
count d. "Nab rna e. don't need boot. ,W 1 

Ybra.'e)y. ~These n r:'ll do, W 

~RightolW sam one ollIs out, and we're 
off. BOOm Th little red cur i boutl in 

GO ACTIV 
y way, TH ACK! Somebody' handbilled the bloody thing 

right to me! eryo ' w v:ing; ~Mate, 0 et her! M t!W y 
puJ i.. racing, my hea.rt's about to e ]od out my nedt and 

y legs ;are having trouble adjusting to this ne g 
. I take a run up, and TH P! The ball e . ilino 

180 degrees from it.! in nd d direction. 
I'm ortifi d, \It it doesn't matter. In 

,th mill but poli tely r all d 
owd applauds, is ain't Crows v Roos 

at ooty Par aft r all, 1 remind my elL 
My onE ence up, I ma.Jc ~ v 

ore heroic and comp] ly h undering 
tternp to t amongst it; a bump 1 

in Ii at 1 <IV S me incapacitated fOT a 
full minute and allo my oppon nt 
to continue n' differently, I go in for 

the ball and come out 
with only a lJadly gnz d 
kn ,my fl ccid defenc 

ows go I after ~oal 

ou h. But who t do I 
aT ? I'm having fun, 

I'm getting in toUell 
'th my mner-ro T. ' 

a football r, ammit, 
look t me! 

All of a sudden, it'. 
ver. W 'v 10 t by 
I point. Everyone' 

dejected - e pt m ' 
rm in my own world. 
Tornanti m mories of 

the country footbalI I 0 long s med swimming in my he d; 
oil bright sun and slight wintry wind, Supporters ringing th 
grou d, tooting their horns at ea oal. Congreg ting at 
day' end. teammates and oppo -ilion alike, fOT six hours of 
tonsiJ v mi h, big-noting ;md ri aJistic horsepl y. ow, £; 
fro hom', ['m living it again - and. it .. 'ms 0 make 

rl'ectly n<ltur.al. sense. 
Next time you're'fl w York, tue oil long weekend stroll 

thTOUg the almndance ofparldand. 0 'nkill h P nitu of 
int m tion.al. sport the city's di immigr.mt population 
offers. atch as th Paki..tani Cricket clubs, Korean voll ban 
teams nd int malionaJ soccer leagues offi their pla)'t"r 
di tinct, comforting brand of communion. 

Amid this random, un no ing Olympics. look out fo the 
New York agpi s, pra ';fig in some C;ar co e, battli g to 
ca e out th'ir own little niche. Look 10. ly, That' me 

aving back:, omd asking, ~D'ya bring va boo ?- (S,) 

ebsUe at .usrooty,c -. 
YO K MAGPIES, chedt out 


